
3	 FROM THE DESK OF … 
	 BY STU SAKS

6	 BEFORE THE BELL 
	 BY  M I K E  B E SS L E R

10	 RINGSIDE 
	 BY  H A R RY  B U R K E T T

14 	 QUICK COUNT
	 BY  A L  C AST L E

16	 STRAIGHT SHOOTER 
	 BY  A L  C AST L E

18	 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW 
	 BY  H A R RY  B U R K E T T

62	 THE BUSINESS PAGE 
	 BY  H A R RY  B U R K E T T

66	 INDEPENDENT ROUNDUP 
	 BY  M I K E  B E SS L E R

68	 INTERNATIONAL REPORT 
	 BY  D A N  M U R P HY 

70	 ARENA REPORTS

78	 BETWEEN FALLS

80	 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS

82	 DRAWING BLOOD
	 BY  J AS O N  C O N L A N

STAY CONNECTED!
REACHING YOU …

Pro Wrestling Illustrated—October 2017: Digital edition on sale 
July 6; print edition on sale August 1
Website: www.pwi-online.com
The PWI Podcast: pwi.podbean.com; iTunes Store 
Back Issues: Every PWI cover since 1979 can be viewed at our 
website. Back issue availability is noted

REACHING US …
General e-mail: pwi@kappapublishing.com
Letters to the editor: prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com
Editorial mail: P.O. Box 96, Fort Washington, PA 19034
Arena Reports e-mail: pwiresults@yahoo.com
Podcast e-mail: pwipodcast@outlook.com
Independent news e-mail: officialpwi@gmail.com
Subscription Inquiries: Kappa Publishing Group Inc., P.O. Box 
433120, Palm Coast, FL 32143-3120 
Subscription phone: 386-246-0114
Subscription e-mail: custsrvc@kappapublishing.com

REACHING EACH OTHER …
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/
PWI/127711697289232?fref=ts
Twitter: twitter.com/officialpwi

COVER PHOTOS:
 ©2017 WWE, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, 
EXCEPT STYLES VS. McMAHON BY  
GEORGE NAPOLITANO

COVER DESIGN: 
JULIA TRAN

20	 HOTSEAT: CHRISTOPHER DANIELS
You don’t have to hesitate to talk to Christopher Dan-
iels about his age. He’s not at all sensitive about the 
subject. On the contrary, he’s proud to be able to still 
do what he does when other wrestlers are in deep 
discussion with their accountants about an exit plan. 
Daniels was 46 years old when he captured the ROH 
title for the first time in March, and, as he discusses 
with Senior Writer Al Castle, he feels there is plenty 
of high-octane gas left in the tank.

26	 WRESTLEMANIA 33:
	 THE REAL WINNERS & LOSERS

When this edition of WrestleMania is viewed through 
the lens of history, we all may be regarded as the 
biggest losers—if indeed The Undertaker makes 
good on his apparent retirement from the sport. Still, 
there was so much more to the event—even more 
than what took place in the ring at Camping World 
Stadium. As is our annual tradition, PWI analyzes 
each match to determine the long-range effects of 
pro wrestling’s biggest extravaganza.

42	 THE WWE HALL OF FAME CLASS 
	 OF 2017

Only wrestling fans can pay the ultimate honor to a 
man by chanting, “You suck!” Kurt Angle soaked it 
all in at the Amway Center and was nearly brought 
to tears. By all rights, Angle probably shouldn’t be 
with us after all the painkillers and booze he’s con-
sumed, but now he is back in the WWE family and, 
along with six of his contemporaries, nine past leg-
ends, and one brave warrior, he is permanently en-
shrined in the WWE Hall of Fame.

44	 THE 2017 PWI POLL: WRESTLING’S 
	 50 HOTTEST QUESTIONS ANSWERED

What makes this year’s PWI Poll so different than 
past years? Easy.  As is happening throughout 
the industry, women have assumed a prominent 
position. This year there are questions posed to 
our panel of 250 subscribers that are specifically 
geared toward women’s wrestling, which has be-
come a huge aspect of this industry over the past 
few years. Read the views of your fellow readers 
and chime in with some of your own.
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