HEN DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL candidate Barack Obama

rolled out his “hopey-changey” campaign message back in 2008,

who’d have thought he was talking about transforming the world
of professional wrestling? Of course, he was talking about fixing the
nation’s ills, not wrestling’s. (Hell, he won’t even cop to thanking WWE for
entertaining our troops in the Middle East).

However, 12 months into the Obama Administration and it seems as if
our great sport is closer to a renaissance than our great country is.

In WWE, for example, a youth movement of sorts gained momentum
that carried over right into 2010. Men like Sheamus, Kofi Kingston, John
Morrison, The Miz, and Drew Mclintyre all asserted themselves as upper-
card-caliber wrestlers. Indeed, Sheamus pulled off one of wrestling’s all-
time greatest upsets by taking John Cena’s WWE title at the TLC pay-
per-view in December.

Over in TNA, Dixie Carter and company staked its future on a fixture
from the past: Hulk Hogan. In mid-fall, Carter announced Hogan had
signed with the company. No role had been defined for Hogan at the time,
but he clearly took it to mean he and Eric Bischoff were being brought in
to call the shots in the Impact Zone. Though announced in 2009, the
reverberations of the Bischoff/Hogan acquisition won’t be felt until 2010
is well under way.

But even without the Hogan announcement, TNA fans still had plenty
to be excited about last year. A.J. Styles, Daniels, Kurt Angle, and
Desmond Wolfe, among others, were given ample opportunity to show
their wares in the six-sided ring, and establish themselves among the
sport’s elite.

Vibes of a different timbre were felt in Ring of Honor over the past year,
as its two greatest and best-known talents, Nigel (Desmond Wolfe)
McGuinness and Bryan Danielson, were lured to TNA and WWE, respec-
tively.

The ladies were far from stagnant in 2009 as well. Tara (formerly
WWE'’s Victoria) packed up her spider and went to TNA, much to the
chagrin of then-Knockouts champion Angelina Love, who was replaced
by Lacey Von Erich in The Beautiful People after visa issues reared their
ugly head. Tara and Love traded the title, as did Tara and ODB, who went
from fan favorite to villain seemingly overnight. TNA also bid farewell to
Rhaka Khan and Sojourner Bolt while welcoming Alissa Flash, Hamada,
Roxxi, and Sarita.

Not to be outdone, WWE’s Divas made their own headlines in 2009.
Melina’s star rose to the top of the roster, as she and Michelle McCool
battled for the Women'’s title. Meanwhile, Mickie James and Maryse
dueled for the Divas championship.

Yet as stable as things were for the women, a sea change blew through
WWE’s front office, as two McMahons bid a fond farewell to the family
business. Former CEO Linda left to pursue a Senate seat as Connecticut’s
Republican representative, and Shane announced his resignation effec-
tive January 1, 2010. Shane gave no reason for his resignation other than
“it is time to move on.”

It’s time we all moved on. But first we'll take one last look back.

—Frank Krewda
Editor-In-Chief
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